1. Gateway City Parks Program: Your community can receive funding to improve its parks and recreational areas. Eligible Applicants: Gateway Cities are eligible to apply [listing the 26 eligible cities]. 

2. FY2022: Gateway City Grants for High Quality, Intensive English Language Learning Programs: This competitive grant program is open only to eligible applicants in the commonwealth's 26 Gateway Municipalities 
3. Greening the Gateway Cities Program: Municipal Partnership Grant: Grants to support municipalities as they identify and prepare urban areas for tree planting in coordination with DCR. Eligible Applicants: Gateway City municipalities where DCR is planting
4. TDI Creative Catalyst Grant: Creative communities are central to restoring the regional significance of urban neighborhoods in Gateway Cities 
5. Grants to Gateway Cities to Establish Community WiFi Hotspots: the Massachusetts Broadband Institute is soliciting applications for grant funding from municipal officials in eligible Gateway Cities 
1. Gateway City Parks Program

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/gateway-city-parks-program
· THIS PAGE, GATEWAY CITY PARKS PROGRAM, ISOFFERED BY
· EEA Office of Grants and Technical Assistance
Gateway City Parks Program

Learn how your community can receive funding to improve it's parks and recreational areas.

Overview

This program funds the creation and restoration of parks and recreational facilities in underserved urban neighborhoods.

Eligible Applicants

Gateway Cities are eligible to apply:
· Attleboro

· Barnstable

· Brockton

· Chelsea

· Chicopee

· Everett

· Fall River

· Fitchburg

· Haverhill

· Holyoke

· Lawrence

· Leominster

· Lowell

· Lynn

· Malden

· Methuen

· New Bedford

· Peabody

· Pittsfield

· Quincy

· Revere

· Salem

· Springfield

· Taunton

· Westfield

· Worcester

Program Details

Average Grant Size: $500,000

Average # of Grants: 10

Contact Information

For more information, you can contact:

Kurt Gaertner

kurt.gaertner@state.ma.us
(617) 626-1154

RELATED

· Land and Recreation Grants & Loans 
	Gaertner, Kurt (EEA) <kurt.gaertner@mass.gov>
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Good Morning:

 

Thanks for asking about park funding. Whie Randolph isn’t eligible for Gateway City Parks Program funding, I suggest you investigate the Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities Program.  See Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Grant Program | Mass.gov.

 

Best,

 

Kurt Gaertner, Asst. Secretary for Environmental Policy

Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs

100 Cambridge St, 9th Floor

Boston, MA 02114

 

Phone: 857-338-5935

Gateway City Parks Program:
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               Fitchburg’s Gateway Park – a former mill site           Design for Lowell’s South Common
The purpose of the Gateway City Parks Program (GCPP) is to improve park quality and advance park equity in urban communities by making targeted investments to provide park and recreational opportunities.  Created in recognition of the fact that public parks are essential to the health and economic wellbeing of urban areas, but that cities often lack the resources to plan and develop them, the GCPP provides a flexible menu of funding options for all phases of park development.  Funding can be used for activities and costs such as brownfield assessment and clean-up, park planning and recreational needs assessments – including the development of Open Space and Recreation Plans – activities not previously eligible for state parks funding.  
In addition, due to shared interest in downtowns and cognizant that good neighborhood parks can advance urban redevelopment, the Executive Offices of Energy and Environmental Affairs and Housing and Economic Development and MassDOT have been cooperating on efforts in the Gateway Cities.  For example, a number of Gateway City Parks Program investments have created parks called for in revitalization plans produced by the Department of Housing and Community Development – most notably City Hall Plaza in Brockton.
Project Selection: Once a community is qualified as a Gateway City EEA works with it to evaluate a slate of potential projects for compatibility with Program objectives and available funding.  Gateway City Parks targets projects that address critical park infrastructure needs; have strong support from city leaders; engage local businesses, neighbors and others in park financing, programming and stewardship; support broader urban revitalization efforts; or are accessible to environmental justice neighborhoods.  In addition, EEA gives priority to parks projects of different types and scales that are not eligible for another funding source.   Once a project is determined by EEA and municipal staff to meet the objectives of both parties it is submitted to EEA senior staff and the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs for approval.   Only after a proposal is fully approved does EEA proceed to execute a contract for the project. 

Gateway City Parks Program Communities: Twenty-six communities meet demographic criteria included in 2010 legislation, and are eligible for Gateway City Parks funding.  The criteria are a population greater than 35,000 & median annual household incomes & educational attainment levels below the state average. 

Status Summary: January 2022

· $102.7 million has been invested

· More than 30 major projects have been completed, including at least one in each Gateway City 

· Trails are eligible and have been emphasized since the creation of the MassTrails Team. 

· Completed projects include the Quequechan River Trail in Fall River, the Monoosnoc Brook River Walk in Leominster, the Chelsea Greenway, and the Methuen Rail Trail.

· Projects under design or construction include the Northern Strand than traverses Everett, Malden, Revere, Saugus, and Lynn, the Columbia Greenway in Westfield, and the Taunton Rail Trail.
	Gateway City
	Status as of April 29, 2015

	Attleboro
	$1,580,000 to acquire a key parcel, design, & build a trail & park along the Ten Mile River in downtown Attleboro

	Barnstable
	$202,369 to renovate Ridgewood Park; $50,000 to produce & implement a Downtown Hyannis Parks & Trails Plan 

	Brockton
	$3.8 million to renovate City Hall Plaza following a design produced with a previous grant of $200,000

	Chelsea
	$3 million to design and build the Chelsea Greenway alongside MassDOT’s Silver Line Bus Rapid Transit service between downtown and Chelsea Creek. 

	Chicopee
	$1,137,550 for two phases of improvements to Szot Park Stadium following a design produced with a previous $75,000 grant. 

	Everett
	$30,000 to produce an Open Space & Recreation Plan; $500,000 to renovate Glendale Park; $235,000 to design & build the Northern Strand Community Trail.

	Fall River
	$8.1 million to acquire land, construct the Quequechan Trail, & renovate Father Travassos Park based on designs produced with a $785,000 grant; $112,000 to produce design & construction documents to restore Bicentennial & Griffin Parks.

	Fitchburg
	$375,000 to acquire a 5.5 acre parcel for a public park; $1.1 million to design and construct phase I of the new park at 41 Sheldon Street.

	Haverhill
	$1.7 million to rebuild Swasey Park following a design produced with a prior $151,000 grant; $400,000 to acquire 1.1 miles of rail line for a downtown trail.

	Holyoke
	$1.4 million to reconstruct Veteran’s Park following a design produced with a prior $137,000 grant.

	Lawrence
	$2.75 million to buy the “Ferrous Site” and then design and build a park on it; $2.6 million to design and construct the Spicket River Greenway. 

	Leominster
	$1.9 million to build two phases of the Monoosnoc Brook River Walk following construction documents produced with $245,000 in design grants.

	Lowell
	$1.2 million in design and construction funds to finish building the Concord River Greenway; $37,000 to produce a preliminary design for South Common; $180,000 for South Common design & construction documents.

	Lynn
	$850,500 for renovations to Lynn Common following a design produced with a $252,000 grant; $30,000 to reconstruct Stone Tower in Lynn Woods Reservation.

	Malden
	$500,000 to renovate Pine Bank Park (with Melrose); $193,000 to produce design & construction documents for the rehabilitation of South Broadway Park; $30,000 to produce an Open Space and Recreation Plan.

	Methuen
	$600,000 for design and construction costs associated with the renovation of Ranger Stadium; $30,000 to produce an Open Space and Recreation Plan.

	New Bedford
	$425,000 to design & construct the Wings Court/Custom House Square Project; $500,000 to The Trustees of Reservations to buy & improve the Haskell Property 

	Peabody
	$925,000 to design and build the South Peabody Trail Project.

	Pittsfield
	$3.6 million in design and construction grants to restore First Street Common.

	Quincy
	$5.2 million to design & construct Adams Green

	Revere
	$2.7 million for the reconstruction of Della Russo Stadium; $30,000 to produce an Open Space and Recreation Plan.

	Salem
	$290,000 to remediate contamination found in Furlong Park, enabling a PARC funded restoration project to be completed.

	Springfield
	$1.225 million for construction of a pool, bathhouse, amphitheater & trail for Camp STAR Angelina; $1.3 million for North Riverfront Park; $30,000 for design & construction documents to restore Emerson Wight Park.

	Taunton
	$983,000 to construct "Mill River Park" following design and construction documents produced with a previous $92,000 grant.

	Westfield
	$5 million to build the Columbia River Greenway; $90,000 to produce construction documents for the restoration of Chapman Playground.

	Worcester
	$2 million to restore Vernon Hill Park.


2. FY2022: Gateway City Grants for High Quality, Intensive English Language Learning Programs
https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2022/181/


Purpose:

This competitive grant program is one of the multiple ways DESE is supporting districts that have English learners and wish to implement new and innovative ELE programs and supports for innovative ELE programs, while also providing districts with an opportunity to create a more culturally and linguistically diverse workforce. This competitive grant program is open only to eligible applicants in the commonwealth's 26 Gateway Municipalities  as defined by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 23a, Section 3a and have 100 or more ELs.

There are four goals for the grant. Districts may apply for funding to fulfill any one or more of the four goals:

· Goal 1: Development and/or implement an alternative bilingual ELE program for English learners.

· Goal 2: Create (and cultivate) or continue a "grow your own" bilingual education hub that would support and encourage statewide initiative and collaboration, improve the Bilingual Education educator pipeline, share knowledge to accelerate the adoption of proven and recognized programmatic models for English learners, and develop successful models that can be replicated for years to come.

· Goal 3: Establish or improve multilingual libraries that provide an effective, balanced, and substantial collections for as many ethnic, cultural, and linguistic group of students in the community as possible.

· Goal 4: Develop and Implement High School Academies (during winter and spring during or after school, and/or summer vacation) that would challenge high school English learners (grades 9–12) to improve academic achievement with an emphasis on English language learning skills and, if applicable, primary language learning skills for bilingual academies, both of which are 21st century skills.
Contact:

Diana Gentile 
Phone Number:

(781) 338-3584

	Gentile, Diana (DESE)
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Good afternoon,

 

While one million dollars of the FC181 English Learner Education Support grant (formerly the Gateway City Grant) is reserved for schools and districts in Gateway Cities, other districts are eligible to apply.

 

Thank you,
Diana

3. Greening the Gateway Cities Program
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/greening-the-gateway-cities-program
DCR Urban and Community Forestry Greening the Gateway Cities Program is designed to reduce household heating and cooling energy use by increasing tree canopy cover in urban residential areas

A healthy urban forest ecosystems improves the quality of the water we drink, the air we breathe, the stability of our neighborhoods, and our sense of community and individual pride.

The DCR Bureau of Forest Fire Control and Forestry Urban and Community Forestry crews, hired within local communities, plant trees in target neighborhoods to increase tree canopy cover for environmental and energy efficiency benefits.

Target Areas: This program, concentrated in Environmental Justice neighborhoods, targets areas within gateway cities that have lower tree canopy, older housing stock, higher wind speeds, and a larger renter population. GGCP is currently active in Brockton, Chelsea, Chicopee , Fall River, Fitchburg, Haverhill, Holyoke, Lawrence, Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford, Pittsfield, Quincy, Revere, Salem, Springfield and Westfield,  Barnstable, Everett, Malden, Worcester, and Taunton.
GGCP Grant Opportunities

Financial assistance to municipalities and non-profits for activities that support urban tree planting in coordination with the GGCP and the DCR Urban and Community Forestry program is available.  These grants are awarded on a reimbursement basis.

Municipal Partnership Grant
· Grants to support municipalities as they identify and prepare urban areas for tree planting in coordination with DCR.

· Eligible Applicants: Gateway City municipalities where DCR is planting

· Maximum Award: $30,000
For more information, you can contact: Hilary Dimino - Division of Conservation Services

(857) 207-1912
hilary.m.dimino@mass.gov
	Dimino, Hilary M (EEA)

	12:43 PM (3 hours ago)
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Hi Jesse,

Thank you for reaching out. At this time, the EEA offers tree planting grants primarily to Gateway Cities in Massachusetts. However, we are anticipating offering new tree planting grants in the coming years that will be potentially available to more communities throughout the Commonwealth.  I will make sure to keep you in the loop as these opportunities become available.

Additionally, the MA DCR Urban & Community Forestry program offers UCF challenge grants, that support tree planting and related projects.

Here is the link to the website for more information:

https://www.mass.gov/guides/urban-and-community-forestry-challenge-grants
Please feel free to reach out with additional questions.

Best,

Hilary 

4. TDI Creative Catalyst Grant

https://www.massdevelopment.com/what-we-offer/key-initiatives/tdi/tdi-creative-catalyst
MassDevelopment’s TDI Creative Catalyst Grant program is a competitive opportunity for individuals, organizations, and project teams in current and graduated Transformative Development Initiative (TDI) districts to apply for grants between $20,000 and $100,000 to support public-facing projects that enhance local arts and cultural infrastructure and contribute to economic revitalization.
Creative communities are central to restoring the regional significance of urban neighborhoods in Gateway Cities and advancing their overall economic development outlook. Through our support of projects ranging from public art and placemaking to the stabilization of culturally significant organizations and creative business collectives, we seek to help Gateway Cities enhance their status as distinctive cultural, community, and business anchors in today’s post-industrial environment.

The goal of this program is to support the implementation of locally initiated projects, and clusters of projects, that will be used to test new approaches and build a more inclusive and sustainable arts and culture network, as well as those that serve to make the arts and culture ecosystem of these communities more equitable and representative.

TDI Creative Catalyst Grant One Pager

Please fill out and submit this form prior to your office hours appointment. This will help Alejandro Lopez (alopez@massdevelopment.com) and Pedro Soto (psoto@massdevelopment.com) prepare for our conversation. This is due by March 31, 2023.
	Lopez, Alejandro
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	Ms. Lopez and Mr. Soto -- Could you please advise if a project in a non-Gateway City is eligible to apply for the next round of TDI Creative Catalyst Grants? Si



	


Hello Mr. Gordon,
 
Thank you for your email and interest in the TDI Creative Catalyst Grant. Unfortunately, this grant program is available to projects located within past and active TDI Districts, which are only located in Gateway Cities. I’d be happy to talk in more detail about the program if you are interested!
 
Best,
 
Alejandro Lopez (he/him)
TDI Program Manager
MassDevelopment
The Commonwealth’s Development Finance Agency & Land Bank
99 High Street, Boston MA 02110
Direct: 617.330.2046
Mobile: 857.338.6181
alopez@massdevelopment.com
massdevelopment.com
	Lopez, Alejandro
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Hi Jesse,
 
I think the access to additional funding and programs is significant. There is clearly an effort to support these cities, across the board, given their history as regional industrial and cultural hubs in Massachusetts. I think the negative rumors will always be present, regardless if a city is designated as a Gateway City or not, but that perception should not deter a community from addressing community & economic development related goals. As a note our program is place-based and focuses at the neighborhood level, where our approach to economic development is viewed more as a “farming” (cultivating leaders, capacity, and stakeholders from the community to positions of leadership to undertake work beyond TDI’s designated term) rather than “fishing” (ex: courting a big box distribution center). I think we have been successful in kick starting significant work, boosting momentum of active work- through funding capacity, etc. - , and elevating stakeholders into leadership roles.
 
TDI, though, is a competitive program to obtain. We’ve only recently expanded the program to 13 total cities (our “Call for Districts” was in 2021 and District work “started” in 2022), and we only offer the program cyclically. At this point, I do not have any information about the next round of TDI given that we are in the midst of work for this current cohort of districts.
 
Hope that helps!
 
Best,
 
Alejandro
5. Grants to Gateway Cities to Establish Community WiFi Hotspots
https://broadband.masstech.org/massachusetts-broadband-institute-notice-funding-availability-grants-gateway-cities-establish
Massachusetts Broadband Institute Notice of Funding Availability Grants to Gateway Cities to Establish Community WiFi Hotspots

NOFA No. 2021–MBI–02
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (“Mass Tech Collaborative” or “MassTech”), on behalf of the Massachusetts Broadband Institute (“MBI”) is issuing this Notice of Funding Availability for Grants to Gateway Cities to Establish Community WiFi Hotspots (“Hotspot(s)”) (NOFA No.2021-MBI-02) (“NOFA”).  MBI is soliciting applications for grant funding from municipal officials in eligible Gateway Cities ("Applicant(s)") to support the deployment of wireless access points and related technologies to establish and maintain internet access through December 31, 2021, through one or more indoor and/or outdoor Hotspots or comparable internet access solutions.  MBI is also soliciting proposals from qualified organizations to establish partnerships that will support the goals and objectives of the NOFA. 

The Baker-Polito Administration announced on October 22, 2020, a $774 million comprehensive Economic Recovery Plan that focuses on getting people back to work, supporting small businesses, fostering innovation, revitalizing downtowns and ensuring housing stability. The Economic Recovery Plan designated MBI to administer programs to expand internet access for people impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Establishing Hotspots in the Gateway Cities is a critical component of the Economic Recovery Plan goal of supporting internet connectivity for populations that have financial barriers to internet access. Due to the urgent need to expand internet access, it is a high priority for the MassTech Collaborative to award grants to municipalities that can stand up Hotspots on an expedited schedule.

Full details on this procurement are included in the downloadable PDF available below.

NOFA No. 2021-MBI-02
Procurement Team Lead:                                 Michael Baldino, baldino (at) masstech.org
RFP Released:                                                   January 25, 2021

Responses Due:                                                 Rolling Submission

Download Application Documents:
· NOFA INFORMATION (PDF)

· AMENDMENT #1 (PDF)

10/2/23
Benjamin Foreman / MassINC
State Reps could just start attending Gateway City Caucus in House and Senate – Just tell 'em "we're eligible and your list is outdated."

Has been the Exec Office of Housing and Development – now split into two -- Exec Ofc of Housing and Livable Communities and Exec Ofc of Economic Development

Salem Mayor Driscoll encountered the stigma issue when they were so declared. She told the naysayers to air their grievances and then be done. Grants just make communities as strong as possible and on a positive trajectory - if you hunker down and say "we can't" there are fewer possibilities – why fixate on the negatives?
What about EJ community designation? That makes real problems for redevelopment – but no stigma?  Those are real strings whereas Gateway City strings are conspiracy theories. 

Aaron Vega – Econ Dev director from Holyoke – vega2@holyoke.org 413-322-5575

Some MassINC goals: 

· Close ethnic gaps in small business ownership

· Apply diversity in municipal spending

· Digital equity in gateway cities

· School integration

· Closing gaps in college application rates by ethnicity

· Home ownership and closing racial gaps in home ownership

· And neighborhood stabilization with new minority ownership

MassINC never wanted a formula – because some targeted cities are true regional economic centers with hospitals and colleges and transit hubs. Legislature took their idea and made it formulaic. 
Now working on matching funds for cultural "Main Street" districts – not just Gateway Cities but any diverse governing board. Some grants are replaceable 

HDIP for multi-family housing development incentive program – only available for Gateway Cities. https://www.mass.gov/info-details/housing-development-incentive-program-hdip 

Manufacturing development tax credit for Gateway Cities EDIP economic development incentive program – much larger for Gateway Cities 

bforman@massinc.org 617-922-1621 Milton MA
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DEI endorsement or veto, please
 
Randolph has qualified for "Gateway City" status but the process has stalled in the Town Council. I'm asking the DEI to endorse or veto the "Gateway City" resolution – based on this document which addresses all of the issues raised at the previous DEI meeting. If endorsed, I'd bring that to the Town Council to say "Let's submit a Home Rule Petition" (details below). If vetoed, I'd withdraw my Home Rule Petition from consideration by the Town Council. 

 
I think the DEI should have "veto power" over many Town Council actions, and I'm happy to use the Gateway City issue as the first one. I'll suggest to the DEI doing the same – endorse or veto – on future Town Council issues. Please read the materials and you can email me back, or email back the group, or discuss at the next DEI meeting. 

Introduction 

 
Randolph is a growing small city and in the 2020 census we were counted at 34,984 people. The state "Gateway City" program requires a census count of 35,000, so we set up a plan to show the Census Bureau that they had missed at least 16 people. In July we succeeded, and now the population of Randolph is officially over 35,000 people, and we qualify for "Gateway City" status. 
 
The "Gateway City" program provides grants for small business development, digital equity, home ownership, workforce development, and more – a dozen grants are described below. There are currently 26 communities – that list is below too – which don't include big cities like Boston, nor wealthy cities like Braintree. 

Unfortunately, all of the "Gateway City" lists were made in 2021, so we have to get onto those lists, such as https://massinc.org/our-work/policy-center/gateway-cities/about-the-gateway-cities/ (from MassINC, the think tank who invented "Gateway Cities" in the early 2000) and on state grant lists such as https://www.mass.gov/info-details/gateway-city-parks-program which lists as eligible the 26 Gateway Cities, but not Randolph. 
 
I introduced Town Council Order 2023-024 on May 8, shown in "Proposed Home Rule Petition" below, to start the necessary action to get Randolph onto the eligibility lists. If voted positively by the Randolph Town Council, that would go to the State Legislature and ask them to get Randolph onto all the appropriate lists. This Council Order is what I'm asking the DEI to endorse or veto. 
Grants available

Five in my presentation

Are grants available to non-Gateway Cities?

Three criteria

sdcc
Statistics on Existing Gateway Cities

Stigma

EJ community

Salem Renaissance

MassINC goals

Proposed Home Rule Petition

